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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Installation Ceremony and Board Reorganization 
Regular Meeting 

November 20, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of Leon County, Florida, met in regular session at 3:00 p.m. with 

Chairman Akin Akinyemi presiding.  Present were Vice-Chairman Nick Maddox and Commissioners 

Bill Proctor, Kristin Dozier, John Dailey, Bryan Desloge, and Jane Sauls.  Also present were County 
Administrator Vincent Long, County Attorney Herb Thiele, Finance Director David Reid and Board 

Secretary Rebecca Vause. 
 

Chairman Akinyemi called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The invocation was provided by Rev. James Shaw, New Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, Madison, 

Florida.  Chairman Akinyemi then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

INSTALLATION CEREMONY AND BOARD REORGANIZATION  
 

Installation 
 

Chairman Akinyemi recognized the Honorable Charles Francis, Chief Judge, who presided over the 

Installation Ceremony. 
 

Remarks and Presentation 
 

Judge Francis provided introductory remarks and recognized numerous distinguished guests 
attending the Ceremony.  Judge Francis also introduced current Commissioners. 
 

 Presentation to Outgoing Chairman Akin Akinyemi 
 

Vice Chairman Nick Maddox, on behalf of the Board, presented Chairman Akinyemi a plaque 

recognizing and thanking him for his leadership as Chairman and for his service as an at-large 

County Commissioner. 
 

Commissioners individually shared outgoing comments to Chairman Akinyemi voicing their 
appreciation for his hard work, enthusiasm, friendship, and leadership.    
 

County Administrator Long, on behalf of all County employees, expressed gratitude and best 

wishes to Chairman Akinyemi.  
 

 Remarks by Outgoing Chairman Akin Akinyemi 
 

Chairman Akinyemi remarked on his tenure as Chairman of the Board.  He articulated his 
gratitude to his family, aide Carmen Trammel, County Administrator Long, staff and his 

colleagues.  He offered several areas of what he deemed was “unfinished business” and urged 

the Board to continue its engagement of these issues:  1) continue efforts to better serve 

veterans; 2) take ownership of job creation plan; 3) fully fund the Mental Health Court; 4) 

prioritize the restoration of Wakulla Springs and Southside septic tank issues, and 5) pursue 
renewable energy production at the solid waste facility.  Chairman Akinyemi thanked the 

citizens of Leon County for the opportunity to serve and represent them for the past four years.  

Some accomplishments cited by Chairman Akinyemi during his tenure included:  1) initiative 

for economic growth and job creation; 2) preservation of the environment; 3) prioritizing citizen 

engagement; 4) creation of Veterans Center; 5) creation of the Commission on Women and 

Girls, and 6) his advocacy on behalf of non-profits, the arts, poor, elderly, disabled and 
homeless.   Lastly, he voiced his commitment to the promotion of campaigns that deal with 

issues, to diminishing the role of money in politics, the development of an ethical code of 
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conduct for both candidates and elected officials.  He thanked all for the opportunity to serve 

the citizens of Leon County.    
  

Installation of Commissioners and Administration of the Oath of Office 
 

 Chief Judge Francis administered the Oath of Office to re-elected District 2 Commissioner Jane 
Sauls. 
 

 Chief Judge Francis administered the Oath of Office to re-elected District 4 Commissioner 
Bryan Desloge. 

 

 Chief Judge Francis administered the Oath of Office to newly elected at-large Commissioner 
Mary Ann Lindley. 

 

Reorganization 
 

The Honorable Bob Inzer, Clerk of Court, presided over the Reorganization of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Leon County, Florida. 
 

Clerk Inzer called for nominations for Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners for the 

upcoming year. 
 

 Commissioner Dailey moved the nomination of Commissioner Nick Maddox as Chairman of the 
County Commission, which was duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge.  The motion carried 7-
0. 

 

Clerk Inzer called for nominations for Vice-Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners for the 

upcoming year. 
 

 Commissioner Desloge moved the nomination of Commissioner Kristen Dozier for Vice-Chairman, 
which was duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Clerk Inzer administered the Oath of Office to newly elected Chairman Nick Maddox and presented 

him the Gavel. 
 

Incoming Chairman’s Remarks 
 

Chairman Maddox thanked all for the honor and opportunity to serve as the Board’s Chairman for the 

upcoming year.  He stated that he was looking forward to the year ahead and that he was fortunate to 
be part of a Board that works together and shares a communal interest in doing what is best for the 

County.  He shared that in the year ahead he would focus on several fundamental concepts that are 

based on one simple principle…”this will be the year of realism”. 

 

Chairman Maddox spoke on the challenges ahead and the importance of achieving long term 
sustainability by addressing important areas such as the environment, the economy, infrastructure 

needs, transportation requirements, viable growth, realistic expansion of the community and 

incentivizing growth within the Urban Service Area.  He submitted that the Board must continue to 

facilitate private sector job growth and attract newer businesses by maintaining a business friendly 

environment.  He concluded that he would strive to maintain the County’s pristine beauty and 

welcoming environment so future generations will continue to call Leon County home.  
 

Benediction 
 

The Benediction was provided by the Reverend Alan Williams. 
 

Recess for Reception 
 

Chairman Maddox announced that a small reception would be held in the 5th floor reception area and 

invited all to attend.  Commissioners were reminded that the Board would reconvene at 5:30 p.m. to 

conduct is regular meeting. 
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A motion to recess the meeting was made by Commissioner Dozier and duly seconded by Commissioner 

Desloge.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 

This concluded the Installation Ceremony and Board Reorganization. 
 

Chairman Maddox called the meeting back to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Awards and Presentations: 

 None 
 

Consent: 
Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to approve the Consent Agenda.   
The motion carried 6-0 (Commissioner Proctor out of Chambers). 
 

1. Approval of Minutes:  October 23, 2012 Workshop on the 2013 State and Federal 

Legislative Priorities and October 23, 2012 Regular Meeting 
 

The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the minutes of the October 23, 2012 Workshop on the 
2013 State and Federal Legislative Priorities and October 23, 2012 Regular Meeting. 
 

2. Approval of the Required Bonds for Newly-Elected Commissioners 
 

The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the Bonds for Commissioners Bryan Desloge, Jane Sauls 
and Mary Ann Lindley, in the amount of $2,000. 

 

3. Approval of Payment of Bills and Voucher Submitted for November 20, 2012, and Pre-

Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers for the Period of November 21, 2012 through 

December 10, 2012 
 

The Board approved Option 1:  Approve payment of bills and vouchers submitted for November 
20, 2012, and Pre-Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers for the Period of November 21, 
2012 through December 10, 2012.   
 

Citizens to be Heard on Non-Agendaed Items (3-minute limit per speaker; there will not be any discussion 

by the Commission) 
 

 Curtis Baynes, 1323 E. Tennessee St., congratulated Commissioner Maddox on his 
appointment as Chairman and Commissioner Lindley on her election.  He noted the Board’s 

accomplishments and mentioned some pending issues to be addressed, i.e., southside sewer, 

City of Tallahassee utility surcharge, elimination of garbage collection monopoly and 

commented that more attention was needed to COCA.  He wished Commissioner’s a safe 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

General Business 
 

4. Acceptance of the 2012 Leon County Annual Report 
 

County Administrator Long, in accordance with Florida Statutes, presented the County’s 2012 

Annual Report to the Board and citizens.  He stated that along with the print copy, the report 
will be presented to multiple community groups and a summary will run in the Tallahassee 

Democrat after the Thanksgiving holidays.   

 

County Administrator Long, on behalf of all County employees, thanked the Board for its 

consistent leadership, clear policy direction, balancing the many competing and sometimes 
conflicting public policy issues and believing in County employees.   

 

The report provided the Board an overview of staff’s implementation of the Leon LEADS concept 

and steps implemented to advance and support the Board’s four Strategic Priorities; which are 

the 1) Economy; 2) Environment; 3) Quality of Life, and 4) Governance.   County Administrator 

Long emphasized that the report conveys and demonstrates why, what and how the County 
does what it does.  Highlights of the report included, but were not limited to, the following:   
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 Financial Stewardship:   
 Reduced the County budget for FY 2013 by $12 million, for a total reduction, since 

2008, of $61.6 million; 

 75.5 fewer employees since 2008; 
 Opened three new branch libraries with no additional staff; 

 Developed a long term Value Based Benefits Healthcare Plan; 

 Upgraded the County’s Bond rating from negative AA to an “AA” stable outlook, and 

 Continue to rank amongst the most efficient counties in Florida. 

 Economy “To be an effective leader and a reliable partner in our continuous efforts to make 
Leon County a place which attracts talent, to grow and diversify our local economy, and to 
realize our full economic competitiveness in a global economy.” 

 Created over 850 jobs in 2012 through construction of public projects such as the 
Public Safety Complex and three branch libraries; 

 Created Veterans Resource Center, and 

 Continued efforts and emphasis on tourism which contributed to over 2.4 million visits 

to Leon County and an economic impact of over $800 million. 

 Environment “To be a responsible steward of our precious natural resources in our 
continuous efforts to make Leon County a place which values our environment and natural 
beauty as a vital component of our community’s health, economic strength and social 
offerings.” 

 Eastside Library was the first LEEDS gold certified project; 

 Lake Munson Dam Rehabilitation project; 

 Completed improvements to net-zero cooperative extension facility, and 

 Adopted minimum Countywide Ordinance. 

 Quality of Life “To be a provider of essential services in our continuous efforts to make Leon 
County a place where people are healthy, safe, and connected to their community.” 

 Implemented community gardens policy; 

 Launched with the opening of the Northwest Library, a new sense of place initiative, 

and 

 Enhanced the Apalachee Regional Park Cross Country Facility resulting in the 

scheduling of nine events which brought in thousands of people and generated a 
positive economic impact.   

 Governance “To be a model local government which our citizens trust and to which other local 
governments aspire.” 

 Launched new web-site; 

 Introduced “citizen connect” and developed (in-house) a mobile “citizen connect” app; 

 Named the Citizen Engaged Community by the Public Technology Institute; 

 Received 2012 Sunny Award; 
 Launched citizen engagement series and hosted five events, and 

 Carried out “Operation Thank You”, an event targeting local veterans. 

 

He concluded that it was a very productive year and thanked the Board for its vision and 

leadership.    
  

Commissioner Dozier moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey, approval of Option 1:  
Accept the 2012 Leon County Annual Report.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Citizens to be Heard on Non-Agendaed Items (3-minute limit per speaker; Commissioners may discuss 

issues that are brought forth by speakers.) 
 

 Chairman Maddox confirmed that there were no speakers on Non-Agendaed Items.  
 

Comments/Discussion Items 
 

County Attorney Thiele: 

 Wished all a happy and safe Thanksgiving holiday.  
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County Administrator Long:   

 Congratulated Commissioners Sauls and Desloge on their re-elections and welcomed 
Commissioner Lindley. 

 

Commissioner Discussion Items 
 

Commissioner Desloge: 

 Welcomed Commissioner Lindley.   

 Expressed his appreciation for the Annual Report and acknowledged the quality work being 
performed by staff.    

 Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Proctor, to request an agenda 
item that assesses the feasibility of a six-mile trail system in back of Killearn Lakes near Golden 
Eagle.  The  motion carried 7-0. 
 

Commissioner Dailey: 

 Commented on the excellent Annual Report presented by the County Administrator.   

 Wished Commissioner Desloge a belated “happy birthday”.   

 Congratulated Commissioners Sauls and Desloge on their re-elections.   

 Welcomed Commissioner Lindley to the Leon County Family.    

 Congratulated Commissioner Maddox and Dozier on their appointments as Chair and Vice 
Chair, respectively and commented that he looked forward to their leadership.   

 Wished all a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving.   

 “Go Noles!” 
 

Commissioner Dozier: 

 Echoed congratulations to Commissioners Desloge, Sauls and Lindley.    

 Complimented staff on the Annual Report and thanked County Administrator Long for his 
leadership.  Noted the comment page included in the report.  

 Stated that she will provide an update at a future date on the Tech Transfer and 
Commercialization meeting.   

 Asked when other mobile apps would be available for trails and other amenities in the 

community. 

 County Administrator Long shared that a status report will be forthcoming on this issue.    
 

Commissioner Proctor: 

 Welcomed Commissioner Lindley to the Board.     

 Congratulated Commissioners Maddox and Dozier on their appointment as Chairman and 
Vice-Chair, respectively.   

 Commented on the recently held ribbon cutting ceremony for the completion of the extension 
and widening of Capital Circle from Woodville Highway to Crawfordville Highway and conveyed 

how proud he was of the project.   

 Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey, approval of a Resolution 
celebrating the 147th Birthday of Lewis Washington Taylor to be presented at a ceremony to be 

held on December 7, 2012.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey, approval of a Resolution 
recognizing the Rickards High School Band for winning the 2012 “Battle of the High School 
Marching Bands Drum Off”, a nationwide marching competition held in California.  The motion 
carried 7-0.   

 Mentioned the statement released by the Commission on Women and Girls regarding their 
future direction and emphasized the importance of continuing to support the group’s 

endeavors.      

 Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
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Commissioner Sauls: 

 Recalled that the Board had approved the County’s participation, along with Wakulla and 
Franklin Counties, in pursuing designation of the Big Bend Scenic Byway project.  She shared 

that Wakulla County has indicated that they would be unable to manage a $910,000 grant that 

was received to help implement the project.   

 Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dozier, to request staff review 
the issue and determine if Leon County would assume the administration of the grant and 
that the item be brought back at the December 11, 2012 meeting.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 Mentioned that she had received a number of calls regarding nuisance bears.   

 Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to schedule a 
presentation on nuisance bears by a representative from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission for December 11, 2012.  The motion carried 7-0.   

 

Commissioner Lindley: 

 Expressed her delight to be part of the Board and thanked everyone for their hospitability.   

 Relayed that a recurring theme while campaigning was “entrepreneurship and jobs” and stated 
that she would be looking at ways to make a real difference as a member of the Commission. 

 Wished all a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

Chairman Maddox: 

 Conveyed his appreciation for the Annual Report and stated that it provided a true picture of 
how hard County staff works.    

 On behalf of Chairman Maddox - Commissioner Dozier moved, duly seconded by Commissioner 
Sauls, approval of a Proclamation declaring December 7-9 as “Shop Local Holiday Weekend” to 
be presented at the November 27 press conference.  The motion carried 7-0.  

 Reminded the Board of the Public Works luncheon to be held on Wednesday, November 21.   

 Reminded Commissioners of the Annual Retreat to be held on December 10 at the Goodwood 
Carriage House Conference Center.   

 Stated that it was his aim to run good meetings that conclude in a timely fashion. 
 

Receipt and File:    

 None 
 

Adjourn: 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 

 

 

 

    LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 BY:  ________________________________ 

    Nicholas Maddox, Chairman 
    Board of County Commissioners 

BY:  _____________________________                                           

       Bob Inzer, Clerk of the Court 

       Leon County, Florida 

 


